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PRIORITY ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of priority papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19. The papers have been placed 
of record in the file. 



n 2. Applicant's claim for priority, based on papers filed in parent Application Number 

submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19, is acknowleaged. 

Q 3. The priority papers, submitted , after payment of the issue fee are 

□ acknowledged 

While the priority claim or certified copy filed will be placed in the file record, neither will be 
reviewed and the patent when published will not include the priority claim. 
See37CFR 1.55(a)(2). 

□ not acknowledged since the processing fee in 37 CFR 1.17(i) has not been received. 

n 4. For utility and plant applications filed on or after November 29, 2000, the priority claim is not entered 
because the claim was not presented within the time limit required by 37 CFR 1 , 55(a)(1). A petition to 
accept a delayed claim for priority under 35 U.S.C, 1 19(a) - (d) or (f), or 365(a) may be filed. See 37 CFR 
1.5j5(c) and MPEP 201.14(a). 
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Office of Patent Publication 

(703) 305-8388 
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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION IHE MERITS IS CLOSED . THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT, SEE 37 CFR 1313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WTTHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIg 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT fiE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C. 151, THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE 
REFLECTS A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-SSB (OR 
AN EQUIVALENT) MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 



II PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid. Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contraiy. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applicarions filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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Determination of Patent 1 c rm Eictension under 35 U»S.C 154 (b) 
(application filed after J ire 7, 1 995 but prior to May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Extension is 0 day(s): Any pate :.t to issue from the above4dentified application will include an 
indication of the 0 day extension on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) v;ii. filec. in the above-identified appUcation, the filing-date that 
determines Patent Term Extension is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed infc tniation by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (hltp://pair.U5pto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Tenn ExteDsi< ii or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
PatLTSa^^^ at (703) 305-1383. ( !u.stiors relating to issue and Pu^^^^^^^^ payments should be 

directed to the Customer Service Center of the 0« of Psitent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 



Pafi<;3of3 

PTOL-85 (Rev. 1 1/M) Approved for use dirovsh WOflOOl. 
PAGE 4/4 * RCVD AT 4/18/200S 11:20:28 AM (Eastern DayDght Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-2ri * DN18:7466838 ' C8ID: * DURATION (iiifn-ss):02-40 



